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Exhibition

Helen Mirra
Acts for placing woollen and linen
21 March – 15 June 2020

This spring CAMPLE LINE begins its 2020
programme with Acts for placing woollen
and linen, an exhibition by American artist
Helen Mirra. The exhibition opens with
Standard Incomparable, a project begun by
Mirra in 2015, which comprises 65 weavings
made by weavers from 16 countries, all
woven with specific qualities set by Mirra:
‘a more or less square, plain-woven piece,
of a width matching the length the weaver’s
arm. Yarn of local & undyed plant and/or
animal material, in seven alternating stripes
(of shades or weights) the width of the
weaver’s hand (incl. the thumb).’
Of these decisions, Mirra has said: ‘while
weaving, it seems one can’t help but be
aware of one’s arms, one’s hands, their size
– as one is really “with them” when with
a loom.’ Together, the resulting weavings
reveal characteristics both general and
distinct, which make them both ‘standard’
and ‘incomparable.’
From the end of May onwards Standard
Incomparable will become the material for a

new work by Helen Mirra – Acts for placing
woollen and linen for which the weavings
will be taken from the gallery by invited
participants, on foot, and placed outside in
the surrounding landscape where they will be
left. In this way, for Mirra, ‘the collection will
be let go of.’ In this new work, the relationship
between body, material and weaving
established by Standard Incomparable will
extend to include factors such as ground, field
and walking. As with the production of the
weavings, their dispersal will entail individual
actions within a collective undertaking.
Cample Mill itself is an especially poignant
location for Acts for placing woollen and
linen. It operated as a spinning and weaving
mill throughout the 19th century before
being repurposed several times throughout
the 20th century – a place itself from which
weaving and all its associated activity
departed. Mirra has said: ‘I didn’t see the
dispersal until the invitation from CAMPLE
LINE came, and then it seemed not just
perfect, but obvious and inevitable’.
Thursday – Saturday, 11am–5pm
Sunday 1–4pm, or by appointment
Entry to exhibition is free
Sat 21 March | 2.30–5pm | Preview

Events
The Lunchbox
Screening
Sat 28 March, 6.30pm
£3 (£2) | Booking advised
(2013) Ritesh Batra, India, 1hr 44mins,
Hindi and English, English subtitles, cert PG
The first of two films selected by Helen Mirra
to coincide with Acts for placing woollen and
linen at CAMPLE LINE this spring.
A rare mix-up in Mumbai’s famously
efficient ‘dabbawala’ lunchbox delivery
system connects Saajan, a lonely widower
close to retirement, and Ila, an unhappy
housewife who prepares elaborate meals
intended to win back her estranged
husband’s affection. Saajan and Ila build an
emotional connection through food and
then notes exchanged in the daily lunchbox.

Paper weaving for children
Free drop-in session for ages 4–8 years
Sat 11 April, 10.30am–12.30pm
Come and try some creative paper weaving
inspired by our current exhibition of
weavings during the Easter holidays. You
can create your own colourful weavings
using a variety of different papers and
recycled materials.

Weaving workshop with Katie Russell
Workshop
Sat 4 April, 10.30am–4pm
£8 | Booking essential | 6 places available
Tapestry weaver Katie Russell will
lead a practical weaving workshop,
enabling participants to draw on the
natural environment as well as Standard
Incomparable, a temporary collection of
65 weavings produced by weavers in 16
countries and brought together by artist
Helen Mirra. Katie will discuss her own
work and will demonstrate a number of
techniques during the day. She will lead a
relaxed workshop in which participants can
explore processes and ideas.
Yarns and frames are provided.
If participants wish to bring their own
frames or materials they can do so.
Suitable for all abilities.
Image, left: Standard Incomparable (2016) installation view
Courtesy Armory Center for the Arts, Pasadena, California

A fascinating selection of books curated by our
Programme Group Chair Jane McArthur, will be
available in our entrance space for browsing and
reading throughout our Spring Edition.
Details of the books are available on our website
Images, above: still from The Lunchbox (2013)
Ritesh Batra, courtesy of The Dissolve
Katie Russell, HMS Ardent, 2019, tapestry weaving
Courtesy of the artist

Events
Jean de Florette
Screening
Sat 11 April, 6.30pm
£3 (£2) | Booking advised
(1986) Claude Berri, France, 2hrs
French, English subtitles, cert PG

The Wonders
Screening
Sat 25 April, 6.30pm
£3 (£2) | Booking advised
(2015) Alice Rohrwacher, Italy, 1hr 50mins,
Italian, English subtitles, cert 15

Co-adapted by director Claude Berri
from a novel by Marcel Pagnol, this
hugely successful French historical drama
concerns a fateful battle of wits over a
valuable natural spring in a remote village
in Provence. A disreputable old man and
his nephew plot to trick their neighbour, a
newcomer from the city, out of his newly
inherited property. They use every available
trick in an attempt to force him from his
land, but the novice farmer stands firm.

A family of beekeepers living in the isolated
Tuscan countryside find their household
disrupted by the simultaneous arrival of a
silently troubled teenage boy taken in as a
farmhand, and a reality TV show intent on
showcasing the family. Both intrusions are
of particular interest to the eldest daughter,
12 year old Gelsomina, who is struggling
to find her footing in the world. A richly
textured coming-of-age tale and a quietly
effective tribute to a vanishing way of life.

Reading Lyn Hejinian
A reading and making workshop led by
Fiona Hanley
Sat 18 April, 2–4pm
Free | Booking advised
6–8 spaces available
Dr Fiona Hanley will lead a reading
and making workshop that takes as its
starting point a selection of poems by
San Francisco-based poet and writer Lyn
Hejinian. Hejinian has written previously
about Helen Mirra’s practice, and she
has read her own poetry in the context
of Mirra’s work on several occasions.
Fiona Hanley will introduce a selection
of Hejinian’s poems, and then lead a
process of reading and making, allowing
for reflections and connections to develop
between Mirra and Hejinian’s practices.

Images: still from Willow and Wind (1999) Mohammad-Ali
Talebi, courtesy of Cinema For All
Robbie Synge and Julie Cleves, image: Scott Green
12 – a collective writing project

Willow and Wind
Screening
with an introduction by filmmaker
Margaret Salmon
Sat 2 May, 6.30pm
£5 (£3) | Booking advised
(1999) Mohammad-Ali Talebi, Iran,
1hr 21mins, Persian, English subtitles, cert PG
A classroom window is broken and the
children cannot concentrate because the
rain is getting in. The culprit is not allowed
to return to class until he mends the
window, so he embarks on a painstaking
journey to transport a pane of glass across
the countryside in a howling gale. Glasgowbased filmmaker Margaret Salmon will
introduce the screening.

Events
To Earth
Robbie Synge & Julie Cleves
Performance & discussion
Thurs 21 May, 5.30pm
£5 (£3) | Booking advised

12 – a collective writing project
Performance
Sat 16 May, 5pm
Free | Booking advised
12 is a collective of women writers who
create new work in response to one
another’s writing. For CAMPLE LINE, the
collective will respond to the weavings
organised by artist Helen Mirra in Standard
Incomparable, the ideas behind and
parameters set around the artwork by Mirra,
as well as to one another’s writing. This
newly-commissioned writing will be
brought together and shared in a collective
performance which echoes the very nature
of the exhibition – an undertaking that is at
once collective and individual. The writers
in the collective are Tessa Berring, Anne
Laure Coxam, Lynn Davidson, Georgi
Gill, Marjorie Lotfi Gill, Jane Goldman, Lila
Matsumoto, Jane McKie, Theresa Muñoz, Em
Strang, Alice Tarbuck and JL Williams.

Join us for To Earth – a performance of
discoveries by Julie Cleves and Robbie
Synge. Taking place in the gallery, Julie and
Robbie share their experiences of traversing
terrain, exploring landscapes, sitting
together and being still. To Earth is about
physical acts of cooperation and a close
companionship. With simple ambitions,
Robbie and Julie devise novel solutions
to share otherwise inaccessible time and
space together. Their actions are quiet and
personal, bold and adventurous.
Julie Cleves (London) and Robbie Synge
(Nethy Bridge) first met ten years ago after
an unsuccessful dance audition. They have
been pursuing an individual and shared
practice ever since.
Oxhide
Screening
Sat 30 May, 6.30pm
£3 (£2) | Booking advised
(2005) Liu Jiayin, China, 1hr 50mins,
Mandarin, English subtitles
Daily life in an impossibly cramped Beijing
apartment takes on epic proportions in this
intimate portrait of a working-class Chinese
family. Boldly transforming documentary into
fiction, Liu Jiayin cast her parents and herself
as fictionalised versions of themselves.
With virtually no budget and boundless
ingenuity, Liu Jiayin’s debut, shot at 23 years
old, consists of 23 static, one-scene shots
within her family’s 50 square metre home. Liu
keeps her small DV camera in claustrophobic
closeness to her subjects, often showing only
parts of their bodies as their voices dominate
the soundtrack.

Events
Naked Spaces – Living is Round
Screening on 16mm
with an introduction by Dr Philippa Lovatt
Sat 6 June, 6.30pm
£5 (£3) | Booking advised
(1985) Trinh T. Minh-ha, 118mins,
English subtitles
Specially selected by Helen Mirra, please
join us for a rare 16mm film screening of
Trinh T. Minh-ha’s beautiful and compelling
Naked Spaces – Living is Round (1985).
Naked Spaces explores daily life in the
rural villages of six West African countries:
Mauritania, Mali, Burkina Faso, Togo, Benin
and Senegal. Challenging the authoritative
form of the anthropological documentary,
it follows a nonlinear structure that builds
slowly and poetically through image and
sound to reveal patterns of ritual and
dwelling, energy and rest, home and work.
Trinh has said, ‘Every house in this film is
at the same time a tool, a sanctuary, and
a world of art.’ Narrated by three women,
‘each voice speaks for a different cultural
heritage, a different linguistic logic, and a
different way of realising information. The
relationship between words and images is,
as intended, an uncomfortable one.’
Trinh T. Minh-ha is a filmmaker, writer,
composer and Professor of Gender and
Women’s Studies at the University of California,
Berkeley. Dr Philippa Lovatt is a Lecturer in
Film Studies (Southeast Asian and East Asian
Cinemas) at the University of St Andrews.

From Bught Hass to Cample Mill:
Walking the sheep farming and textile
landscapes of Nithsdale
Talk by Professor David Munro
Sun 14 June, 5pm
Free | Booking advised
Dotted with drystone sheepfolds and place
names such as Lamb Cleuch, Ewe Brae,
Wether Hill and Bught Hass, the uplands on
either side of the Nith Valley resonate with
the history of centuries of sheep farming.
The wool sheared annually in the hills
once provided work for men, women and
children employed locally in woollen, linen,
spinning and waulk mills. Producing tweeds,
blankets, stockings and carpets, these
mills were once powered by water flowing
down to the Nith along its many tributaries,
including the Crawick, Carron, Scaur and
Cample Waters.

READ WITH US!
Book sessions
Every Saturday (except Sat 18 April)
10–11am | Free
Recommended for ages 8–10 years
Join us for a read of The Wool-pack by
Cynthia Harnett (Methuen, 1951)
Set in 1493, The Wool Pack tells the story
of 12-year-old Nicholas Fetterlock, son of a
Cotswold wool merchant, who gets caught
up in the intrigues of the wool trade, that
include smuggling and efforts to ruin his
father’s business.
A classic children’s novel, it contains some
wonderful illustrations as well as a fair
amount of historical detail that it doesn’t
wear too heavily. Author Cynthia Harnett
won the Carnegie Medal for this book.
Image: still from Naked Spaces. Living Is Round,
Trinh T. Minh-ha (1985) courtesy Moongift Films

At a Glance
Sat 21 March – Sat 15 June
Helen Mirra
Acts for placing woollen and linen
Exhibition
Thursday–Saturday, 11am–5pm
Sunday, 1–4pm
Admission Free
Sat 21 March | 2.30–5pm | Preview
Sat 28 March, 6.30pm
The Lunchbox
Screening
(2013) Ritesh Batra
£3 (£2) | Booking advised
Sat 4 April, 10.30am–4pm
Weaving with Katie Russell
Workshop
£8 | Booking essential
6 places available
Sat 11 April, 10.30am–12.30pm
Paper weaving for children
Free drop-in session
For ages 4–8 years

Sat 2 May, 6.30pm
Willow and Wind
Screening
with an introduction by filmmaker
Margaret Salmon
(1999) Mohammad-Ali Talebi
£5 (£3) | Booking advised
Sat 16 May, 5pm
12 – a collective writing project
Performance
Free | Booking advised
Thurs 21 May, 5.30pm
To Earth
Robbie Synge & Julie Cleves
Performance & discussion
£5 (£3) | Booking advised
Sat 30 May, 6.30pm
Oxhide
Screening
(2005) Liu Jiayin
£3 (£2) | Booking advised

Sat 11 April, 6.30pm
Jean de Florette
Screening
(1986) Claude Berri
£3 (£2) | Booking advised

Sat 6 June, 6.30pm
Naked Spaces – Living is Round
Screening on 16mm
with an introduction by Dr Philippa Lovatt
(1985) Trinh T. Minh-ha
£5 (£3) | Booking advised

Sat 18 April, 2–4pm
Reading Lyn Hejinian
A reading and making workshop
led by Fiona Hanley
Free | Booking advised
6–8 spaces available

Sun 14 June, 5pm
From Bught Hass to Cample Mill:
Walking the sheep farming and
textile landscapes of Nithsdale
Talk by Professor David Munro
Free | Booking advised

Sat 25 April, 6.30pm
The Wonders
Screening
(2015) Alice Rohrwacher
£3 (£2) | Booking advised
>Further details of all our events at
www.campleline.org.uk

How to Book
online: to register your place at a free
event, or pay for a ticketed event
www.eventbrite.co.uk
You can also book directly with us
email: info@campleline.org.uk
telephone: 01848 331 000
(Thurs–Sat, 11am–5pm, Sun 1–4pm)

CAMPLE LINE | Artists’ Editions
We hold a range of limited edition works by the artists included in
our programme. We also invite the artists we exhibit to produce
new limited edition prints especially for us. All income supports
our programme. For further details please see our website
Where to find us
We are located in Mid-Nithsdale in Dumfriesshire, south west
Scotland. We are 1.5 miles from the A76. We are two miles south
of Thornhill, and about 14 miles north of Dumfries. You will find
us at Cample Mill, immediately overlooking the beautiful Cample
rail viaduct.
You can reach us by
Train – our nearest stations are Dumfries (14 miles to our south)
and Sanqhuar (16 miles to our north)
Car – we have parking. Our postcode for your SAT NAV is DG3 5HD
Bus – the 213 Dumfries-Park-Gatelawbridge-Thornhill service stops
in Cample village – weekdays only – a limited but welcome service!
Why not use our mini-bus pick-up?
Sat 21 March – Pick up Lockerbie train station 13.15 and
Dumfries train station 14.00 / Depart Cample 17.00 (arrive
Dumfries 17.30 and Lockerbie 18.00)
Sat 25 April, 30 May – Pick up Dumfries train station 12.00 (arrive
Cample 12.30) / Depart Cample 15.00 (arrive Dumfries 15.30)
Please email or phone us if you wish to reserve a mini-bus seat
Contact us
CAMPLE LINE, Cample Mill, near Thornhill, Dumfriesshire, DG3 5HD
If you have any questions about our location or our programme,
please be in touch. You can contact us directly:
info@campleline.org.uk | 01848 331 000
If the ticket fee is a barrier to you attending, please contact us
Find us online: www.campleline.org.uk
@cample_line
@campleline
cample_line
vimeo.com/campleline
CAMPLE LINE is an independent arts organisation dedicated to
presenting thought-provoking international contemporary art and film
for residents of the region and visitors from further afield. We are a
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation
Charity number SC047031
Front cover: Sue Mitchell, Norfolk UK, wool 52 x 50 cm

